Program Note:

People of all nations have adapted Christian traditions to their own cultural contexts;
and there is a stirring beauty as the story of Christ’s birth is understood by cultures of
widely varying times and places. The Huron Carol is a beautiful re-telling of the Christmas
story by Jean de Brébeuf, one of the earliest French missionaries in Canada. Brébeuf’s
carol was written for the Huron Native Americans that he lived among, and therefore uses
natural and cultural ideas that would have resonated with them. Originally written in the
Wendat (Huron) language around 1643, and set to a French Canadian melody, this version
was translated into English by Jesse Edgar Middleton, a 20th century Canadian news reporter
who researched Brébeuf’s story.

This arrangement paints the soundscape into which this carol was born, through both music
and a bit of the original language. The recurring phrase “Jesous ahatonhia,” from Brébeuf’s
original version, is Wendat/Huron for “Jesus is born.” The term “Gitchi Manitou” is the
Algonquin translation for “God” throughout the Cree New Testament, and is therefore an
appropriate reference to God the Father. (The phrase may be replaced with “God the great
Creator” if clarity in the vernacular is desired.)
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Commissioned in memory of beloved choral director Mel Larimer by those whose lives he touched, 3
with gratitude for his musical leadership in northern Michigan, and in support of the
Mel Larimer Concert Series which continues his inspirational legacy. Soli Deo Gloria.

The Huron Carol

For SATB Choir and Piano, with optional String Quartet and Percussion* or Full Orchestra**

Jean de Brébeuf, c. 1643 JESOUS AHATONHIA
trans. Jessie Edgar Middleton, 1926 French Canadian melody
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* Optional Full Score and Parts for String Quartet amd Percussion (BP2164A) is available for purchase.
** Optional Full Score and Parts for Orchestral accompaniment (BP2164B) is available for purchase.
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